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Welcome message from the Meeting President

We are honored to host the 63rd Annual Meeting of the Japanese Radiation Research
Society (JRRS) at Fukushima CORASSE in Fukushima, Fukushima Prefecture on
October 15-17, 2020. This is the first time that the annual meeting of JRRS is held in
Fukushima Prefecture. It is a great honor to be the host of this meeting which has a long
history and tradition, and I would like to express my sincere appreciation to President
Shimada and all the members of the Society.

As you know, the coronavirus (COVID-19) is still raging worldwide (as of the end of
August), and many who are infected have been confirmed in Japan. The Organizing
Committee has received many advices such as cancellation, postponement, or change to
online meeting regarding the hosting of the annual meeting. In the 10th year of the
radiation disaster, we believed that, in order to properly provide the public with correct
information about the biological effects of radiation and dispel prejudice and incorrect
rumors about Fukushima, it is of a great importance that radiation researchers meet
together in Fukushima and discuss the current status. Although we have once decided
to hold the meeting in CORASSE Fukushima (Fukushima City, Fukushima Prefecture)
as planned, after the re-surging of COVID-19 infection in July, we have decided to host
the meeting on the internet basis. We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience caused
by the late decision.

Because this meeting is held in Fukushima Prefecture, we have decided the main
theme as “Resilience of the disaster-affected areas and innovation of radiation medicine”.
"Resilience” means "the ability to adapt to various environments and situations and to
survive', and we hope that the society will be able to quickly adapt to the time of "with
corona’ and "new normal’, and this meeting will become an opportunity to further
develop radiation research. Despite the worries of the meeting due to the spread of
coronavirus infection, the academic program will have 25 symposiums & workshops and
130 general oral & poster presentations, and we have received a total of about 250
abstracts, we sincerely thank the members for their cooperation. Although it is an
unfamiliar form of holding a meeting online, we hope that that there will be exciting and
intense discussions.

Unfortunately, in October, we are no longer able to provide you with the opportunity
to enjoy Fukushima's delicious sake (the highest number of gold-prize-winning sake
wineries in Japanl), local chicken yakitori such as Date chicken and Kawamata “shamo”
(chicken), autumn leaves, and hot springs. However, as an alternative, depending on the
situation of coronavirus infection, we plan to hold a satellite event in Fukushima City on
February 20, 2021, as a forum for everyone to gather and talk. Of course, with the
cooperation of TEPCO, we are planning a tour of the site of the Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Station (there will be a limit to the number of participants).

We are doing our best to make the meeting a satisfying event. We sincerely thank you
for your support to the academic meeting and to Fukushima.

The 63rd Annual Meeting of the Japanese Radiation Research Society (JRRS)
The Meeting President Yoshiyuki Suzuki, MD, PhD.
September 1, 2020



